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a new way to

“I The FrancisCorps volunteer experience 
is all about discovery.  Throughout a 
year of faith-based volunteer service, 
the young women and men profiled 
throughout the following pages em-
brace many new (and not so new) 
challenges in the discovery of them-
selves, their ‘neigh-
bors’ and their God.  
They work hard 
and they play hard 
and I know for cer-
tain that  they pray 

serve

                  am still discovering right up 
to this moment, that is it only by living 
completely in this world that one learns 
to have faith. By this-worldliness  
I mean living unreservedly in life’s du-
ties, problems, successes and failures. 
In so doing we throw ourselves com-
pletely into the arms of God, taking 
seriously, not our own sufferings, but 
those of God in the world. That, I think, 
is faith.”   ~Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Top Left to Right:  Syracuse volunteer Monsy Corbera with one of her clients at Franciscan Northside Ministries, Costa Rica 
volunteer Jordan Differding, and Costa Rica volunteer Jelly Snyder and one of her little friends at Casa Maria in San José.  Above 
Left to Right: Costa Rica volunteer Matt Aujero, this year’s FrancisCorps volunteers at their orientation and training retreat, 
and Syracuse volunteers Amy Aubrecht and Molly LeBlanc-Medeiros.

hard.  They all take seriously the Francis-
Corps mission to see the face of God in 
the suffering poor as they discover how to 
be the face of God through their actions, 
not just their words.  This on-going experi-
ence shapes these volunteers as the new 
lay Catholic-Christian and Franciscan 
leaders in the Church and world.  They 
are instruments of God’s peace.  Please 
continue to support them, and most of all 
to pray for them that their discovery will 
teach them lessons of faith that will con-
tinue to guide them and inspire all of us.



Discovering Relationships  
Tim Smilnak, FC Volunteer at Northside CYO 
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FrancisCorpsSyracuse
A year of faith-based 
Franciscan community living where 
prayer, retreats and training 
opportunities compliment hard work 
at FrancisCorps ministry sites 

ne lesson I have discovered as part of my 
FrancisCorps experience is that serving 
the poor starts with hands-on work. At 
Syracuse’s Northside CYO, where I run 
an after school program for refugee youth 
and coach a boy’s soccer team, the bulk of 
my day is spent planning and carrying out 
activities with the kids, organizing field 
trips, and encouraging my boys and girls 
to finish their homework during tutoring 
time. The significance of my hands-on 
work is that it allows me to form personal 
relationships with the refugee youth of 
Syracuse’s north side. As members of 
FrancisCorps, in both Syracuse and Costa 
Rica, we run programs for disadvantaged 

Top to Bottom Left to Right: 
Mike at Asian Apostolate; Monsy and Bro. Nick at the As-
sumption Food Pantry; Molly and Tim at Fall Retreat,  Amy 
at a L’Arche Halloween party; Syracuse Volunteers on Fall 
Retreat; Jeannie at Vincent House and Tim at The Northside 
CYO.

youth, hand out sandwiches to the hungry, 
change diapers, tutor blind and deaf 
children, transport clients to and from 
appointments, and perform other simple 
actions that require us to be physically 
present with the vulnerable. In the process, 
we may not be removing the social 
structures that cause poverty, but we are 
forming personal relationships with those 
who experience it. These relationships 
ignite in us a conviction that their struggle 
is our struggle, and I believe that this 
realization will be what sustains a lifelong 
passion for promoting social justice in our 
communities.  

O
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    he dining room table is by far the most significant piece of furniture in 
our house.  It’s a place for us to gather multiple times a day. It’s where 
culinary clubs are formed during dinner, and where there’s no shame in 
taking seconds…or Lord help us- thirds.  It’s where we joke, laugh and 
invent nonsensical and slightly ridiculous nicknames for each other. It’s 
a judgment free zone, where we can share everything, and I do mean 
everything: from our successes and failings at work, to our thoughts on 
society, love and religion, to some things which a more polite society 
may deem less than appropriate for dinner conversation.  It’s where we 
leave our mail, our notes to each other, and the ever-essential grocery 
list. It’s where we work on recipes, arts and crafts, and medical school 
applications.  Sometimes it’s where we sit and reflect during a quiet 
Sunday morning breakfast.  Our dining room table is a staple in the 
FrancisCorps community; it is emblematic, at least to me, of what true 
community living is like.  Our table sees everything: our ups and downs, 
our moments of vulnerability and our mock fights, our love for food and 
our love for each other.  At our dining room table, a community became 
a family.  
For many people, the idea of living in community sounds utterly daunting. 
I’ll be the first to tell you that I was slightly apprehensive of the idea of 
moving in with five complete strangers.  But, very quickly, I came to 
realize that we weren’t really strangers.  Sure, we were different, in some 
cases very different (i.e. Long Islanders), but inherently we all shared 
similar values, beliefs and mentalities that brought us to the FC dining 
room table.  Whether it was our desire to serve, to augment our prayer 
life, to challenge ourselves in new and different ways, or just our love 
and obsession with Brother Jim, we were all able to share and bond with 
each other those first few days.  And our humble little table saw it all. The 
unique thing was that we six of ‘Cuse didn’t just bond with each other, 
but we bonded with our five Costa Rican compatriots too.  Though we 
may be two separate communities, we belong to the same family, and I 
consider them an integral part of our community. Our table witnessed this 
bond between communities flourish as well. Whether it was via ridiculous 
YouTube videos or thoughtful one-on-one time flipping through photos 
of years past, our table saw the bond of community cemented between 
eleven perfect strangers embarking on an adventure together, though we 
were not always going to remain physically together.
Community living is not always going to be sunny and idyllic.  As with 
everything, you will struggle- with people’s varying opinions, people’s 
sass, and people’s penchant for singing The Sound of Music in the shower.  
These may vex you at times, but you must remember that it’s worth it 
because by the end of the year, you will successfully have another family 
to call your own.  Living in community is ultimately what you make 
of it.  I wanted my community to be like a second family, and lo and 
behold, that exactly how it panned out (Praise God!). At the end of the 
day, you bring yourself with you wherever you go.  So bring yourself 
to community and it will flourish. And if you’re looking for the perfect 
place to really bring yourself to community, may I suggest the dining 
room table?  After all, nothing will bond you faster than a good meal, 
some humor and a smile.  

Discovering Community
Jeannette Rowland, FC Volunteer at Vincent House

T

Top to Bottom Left to Right: 
Mike at Asian Apostolate, Molly serving dinner, 
Jeannie at Vincent House, Tim and a Congolese 

friend at Northside CYO, praying with the Poor Clares 
in Chesterfield, NJ; Monsy and friend at 

Franciscan Northside Ministries.
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Discovering Pura Vida!
Jordan Differding, FC volunteer at Fernando 

Centeno Guell School, Guadalupe, 
San José, Costa Rica

t has been about two months since we have set foot in the land of 
Costa Rica and it has been, as the Costa Ricans would say, PURA 
VIDA!  The literal translation for “PURA VIDA” is “PURE 
LIFE” but this Costa Rican phrase exhibits a wide spectrum of 
meaning and usage.  Some of the indirect translations would 
include:  “Cool”, “life is good” and “things are going great.” 
This simple little phrase is also used to convey the strong sense 
of community, a reminder to live in the present, reiterates to 
appreciate not only the big aspects of life but the small ones and 
to always, or at least try, to be in good spirits.   Hearing this,  
I have come to realize the FrancisCorps program fits pretty well 
with the “PURA VIDA” lifestyle.   How so?
     Being part of community down here, whether that is with 
my FrancisCorps family, at Centeno Guell, or in the Costa 
Rican community is PURA VIDA.  I live with four wonderful 
individuals that share a passion of service, are absolutely 
hilarious, who are not afraid to be vulnerable, and have the 
upmost respect for every aspect of life.  At Centeno I have been 
welcomed with open arms by the students, their parents and the 

staff.  I may stumble with my Spanish or be lost in the world of 
sign language but everyone is so helpful and caring that I feel 
this is where I truly belong…PURA VIDA!  Being comfortable 
has then made it easier to live in the moment and take each day 
as its own.  This sense of comfort has allowed me to slow the 
pace of life and see those little things that we often miss such 
as seeing the smile of a student after discovering the correct 
answer to their math, having a four-year old correct my Spanish 
or having a conversation with the handy men while they fix our 
toilets.  These thing and more I have come to realize are just as 
important as anything else… PURA VIDA!   
     There is not a day that goes by that I cannot wait to wake up 
and start the day because of the experiences I know are waiting 
in front of me.   Some things do not always go as planned but 
there are others that do.  By living in community, daily prayer 
and reflection, and the amazing learning experiences I am having, 
always put me at ease.  The lifestyle of a FrancisCorps volunteer 
has been tremendously rewarding.   I have learned and grown so 
much in these two months and right now I can only imagine what 
is about to come!  PURA VIDA!

I

Costa RicaFrancisCorps

Left to Right, 
Top to Bottom:  
Tom with one of his cli-
ents at San Gabriel; Brit-
tany and Jordan cooking  
at home; a sign welcom-
ing us to the Fall Retreat; 
discovering the Pacific 
Ocean; Jordan with   
co-worker and deaf chil-
dren at Centeno Guell.
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Left to Right, Top to Bottom:  
Jelly and Brittany; Matt with students at 
St. Franics; Brittany with students at Casa 
Maria; Fall Retreat liturgy at the beach 
with Fr. Marco Umaña, OFM Conv.; Jelly 
with kids at Casa Maria Day Care; Matt 
and Brittany in the rain; 
girls at the Casa Maria Day Care; Tom 
and co-worker at San Gabriel; Jordan 
with deaf kids at Centeno Guell; Tom  
visiting Our Lady Of Guadalupe Church  
in Guadalupe, San José.

May you go 
forward securely,  
joyfully and swiftly  
on the path of  
prudent happiness...
St. Clare of Assisi
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Volunteer Profiles 2010-2011       

Amy Aubrecht, 23, is from East Aurora, NY 
and a 2010 graduate of Cornell University 
where she majored in Psychology and Spanish. 
Amy has worked as a camp counselor, language 
consultant and has spent time volunteering at 
therapeutic riding centers.  She studied abroad in 
Seville, Spain where she also tutored international 

graduate students. She and her family are great friends of the Friars 
in the Buffalo area!  Amy will minister as an Assistant to the Core 
Members of L’Arche in Syracuse.“I am working toward becoming a 
responsible citizen and caring woman.  I hope to be a loving wife and 
mother.  And perhaps, most importantly, I strive to be a Catholic who 
leads by her actions, causing others to stop and wonder what keeps 
me centered, optimistic, and at peace, despite the hopelessness that 
the world often provokes.  This personal goal is directly aligned with 
the FrancisCorps program motto: ‘Preach the Gospel.If necessary, 
use words.’”

Matthew Aujero is a 23 year old native of 
Durham, NC.  He is a recent graduate of Catholic 
University where he was a Business Management 
major.  Matt was very involved in Campus 
Ministry and Student Affairs while at Catholic 
University bringing a wide variety of leadership 

skills to FrancisCorps.  He has visited the Philippines and Peru and also 
participated in a two week mission trip to Belize. Matt will minister 
in Costa Rica as an Assistant in the Social Outreach program at St. 
Francis School.  “My gratitude for the people who have been Christ 
to me has motivated me tremendously and has given me the authentic 
desire to give back and be the face of Christ to others the same way it 
has been done for me.  I would say that this concept of wanting to be 
the face of Christ to others and give back is the core of who I am and 
my strongest trait in my personality.  I’m attracted to FrancisCorps 
because I feel it’s an excellent outlet for my strengths and desires to 
meet the needs of the Church here and in Costa Rica.”

Brittany Buckner comes to FrancisCorps from 
Mooresville, IN.  She is 22 years old and just 
graduated from the University of Dayton, majoring 
in Spanish and International Studies. Brittany has 
a wide variety of volunteer experiences in Indiana, 
Mississippi, and Missouri as well as in Dayton, 

OH.  Most recently, she has volunteered with refugees from Burma and 
China.  In 2008, Brittany studied Spanish in Costa Rica and is looking 
forward to returning there where she will tutor and mentor at-risk high 
school girls at Casa Maria in San José.  “I hope to be able to share all 
of my past experiences and grow from my new experiences with the 
FrancisCorps community in Costa Rica.  I want to better understand 
what it means to serve Christ by serving others, and in turn, become 
a better Christian and Catholic.”

Montserrat Corbera, is 22, and all her 
friends call her Monsy!  She comes to 
Syracuse from Miami, FL and the University 
of Notre Dame where she was a Science/
Pre-professional major.  Monsy is fluent 
in Spanish and brings a wide variety of 

experiences and leadership skills from Notre Dame and her many 
trips abroad including a medical internship in El Salvador, and a 
medical training/translator experience in Nicaragua.  She has also 
been a bilingual field case worker and camp counselor in Miami 
and a first aid services volunteer in South Bend.  She hopes to be 
a physician in the future.  Monsy will minister as an Assistant to 
the Staff at Franciscan Northside Ministries Poverello Clinic and 
the Assumption Food Pantry. “I believe that serving humanity 
and God within humanity is our responsibility and the purpose 
of life.  My motivation stems from my compassion and from my 
desire to be self-sacrificing and alleviate the suffering of others.  
I feel so drawn to FrancisCorps’ ministry because it exemplifies 
the mission statement that I so strongly believe in, which is to 
praise God through our everyday actions.”

Jordan Differding, 22, is from Minneota, 
MN and a May 2010 graduate of St. 
John’s University where he earned a BA in 
Communications and Spanish.  Like many 
of the other FrancisCorps volunteers, Jordan 
has had much volunteer experience here and 

abroad. In the States, he has been a camp counselor and group 
leader and abroad he has participated in two service trips in 
Guatemala and Peru.  Jordan loves working with kids and he will 
assist several teaches at Fernando Centeno Guell School for blind, 
deaf and physically challenged children in San José, Costa Rica.  
“Making a commitment to volunteer for a year is a big step in my 
life.  Reading the FrancisCorps mission statement many times has 
made the decision a lot easier for me.  I feel a great connection 
with FrancisCorps as I am looking to develop these aspects of 
my life.  I believe through volunteering, living simply, praying 
and reflecting, FrancisCorps will guide me to the answers I am 
looking for in the best and clearest possible way.”

Michael Lamanna is 23 years old.  He is a native of Schenectady, 
NY and a May 2009 graduate of Syracuse 
University.  He majored in Economics 
and Geography.  For the past year, Mike 
has worked as a Vista Volunteer with the 
Northside Collaboratory in Syracuse. 
While at SU Mike was involved in Campus 
Ministry where he assisted with liturgical 

music and like the other volunteers, he studied abroad for a 
semester (Madrid, Spain).  Mike will be serving as an Assistant 
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to the Refugee Resettlement program and Asian Apostolate here in 
Syracuse. “Living a simple life is also a way to remain in solidarity 
with those who do so not by choice but by necessity.  It is a sign of 
my conviction that charity is more to me than simply handing out 
a sandwich or finding someone a house to live in.  Christ humbled 
Himself and became human for our sakes.  In living simply, I will 
become humbled for those who need me.”

Molly LeBlanc-Medeiros is 22 years old and she comes to us 
from Fairhaven, MA.  Molly graduated from 
Georgetown University in May earning a 
BA in Anthropology and Justice and Peace 
Studies.  Molly has volunteered with the 
Community Council for the Homeless and 
has served as an educational intern in New 

Bedford, MA.  She organized and led an alternative Native 
American experience in the Fall 2007 and Spring 2008.  Molly 
studied abroad in Canterbury, England and has also traveled 
extensively throughout all of Europe.  She will minister as an 
assistant at the Dorothy Day House, a shelter for women in 
Syracuse.  “I find that I am looking forward to this time after 
graduation, when working with the poor will not be something 
that I squeeze into my schedule between my job and my academic 
work.  I feel odd professing a strong urge to volunteer with the 
poor when I have never been able to give this work the time it 
deserves.  Nevertheless, I think that all of my studies and all the 
rest of my life experiences have been bringing me to this moment 
when I can put all I have learned into action.  I choose to do so 
through FrancisCorps.”

Thomas Robertson is from Chambersburg, 
PA.  He is 22 years old and a May 2010 
graduate of the University of Notre Dame 
where he earned his BA in Anthropology and 
Pre-Professional Studies.  While at ND, Tom 
was a Resident Assistant and was involved in 

campus ministry and service learning programs at the Center for 
Social Concerns on campus. He has also been an operating room 
nursing assistant in PA and a clinical assistant volunteer in South 
Bend.  He too has done some traveling abroad on a service trip to 
Uganda and has even climbed Mount Kilimanjaro. Tom plans a 
future career in medicine and will be ministering at San Gabriel 
Clinic in San José, Costa Rica.  “FrancisCorps has the attributes 
and emphasis on Spanish, community, faith, relationships, service 
and travel that coincide with my desires for personal growth, 
learning experiences and adventure.  FrancisCorps was my first 
choice for post-graduate service.  It will be a chance to live in 
a simple community and provide me the cultural exposure and 
relationship-building opportunities I seek prior to attending 
medical school.”

Jeannette Rowland is another FrancisCorps 
volunteer who hails from Catholic University.  
Jeannette graduated from Catholic University 
in May.  She is 22 years old and grew up in 
Sayville, NY.  She was a Spanish and History 
major, the assistant student coordinator 
for Orientation, and editor for the student 

newspaper and a member of Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society. 
She too has studied in both Costa Rica and Spain and is fluent in 
Spanish and French.  Jeannette will minister as a Youth Mentor 
at Vincent House in Syracuse.  “I would like my FrancisCorps 
community to be like a home away from home and a close-knit 
family.  In times of worry or stress, I want to rely on my live-in 
community for strength and support.  In my service, I hope to grow 
as a person and learn about the place of faith in my daily life.  
Hopefully this experience will help me become enlightened and 

guide me down my path.”

Timothy Smilnak is also 22 years old, 
Binghamton, NY and a May college graduate.  He 
attended the University of Scranton where he was 
a Biology and History major.  While at U of S, Tim 
was also a Resident Assistant and peer advisor 
and he also participated in the honors program 

and Emerging Leaders program.  He has been a camp counselor and 
a hospital phlebotomist and participated in service trips to Camden, 
NJ and Washington, DC.  He too plans a career in medicine.  Tim will 
split his ministry hours between the Refugee Resettlement Program 
and the Northside CYO youth program in Syracuse.  “The future for 
me will be very busy.  Right now, I am at a juncture in my life where I 
can build a solid foundation for my future, regardless of what it looks 
like.  My hope is that by joining FrancisCorps and immersing myself 
in service, prayer and community, I will strengthen my faith, reinforce 
my values, and bring myself closer to God.”

Angelique Snyder, 22, is a May graduate of the 
University of Notre Dame where she majored in 
Psychology.  Angelique is from Laredo, TX.   She 
has traveled extensively in Italy, Spain and France 
and has volunteered in Mexico at a special needs 
camp for traumatized and special needs children 

where she was a ‘foster mother.’  She has also been a camp counselor 
in Iowa.   Angelique will minister as an assistant director of the Day 
Care center at Casa Maria in San José, Costa Rica. “While the service 
work that I have done in the past has helped those in need, I have 
never lived and worked full time for the poor.  I would like to immerse 
myself with the people and place I am serving.  I love the ways and 
teachings of St. Francis as well as St. Clare.  I have visited Assisi 
and both of these saints have the values that I admire and aspire to 
attain.  They both lived and worked with the poor and I hope to do 
the same in FrancisCorps.”



Volunteer Opportunities
In August, 1999, FrancisCorps volunteers began 
ministering in a number of direct service pro-
grams in Syracuse, NY including the following:  
youth and young adult programs, day care and 
after school care, social service programs (food 
pantry, free medical and legal clinics), programs 
for developmentally disabled adults, community 
outreach, refugee resettlement, and women’s 
programs.  We expanded our program to San 
José, Costa Rica in 2005 where volunteers as-
sist in social service outreach programs, medical 
clinics and children’s programs.

Member Organization
FrancisCorps is a member of the Catholic Volun-
teer Network.  The Catholic Volunteer Network is 
located at 6930 Carroll Ave., Suite 820, Takoma 
Park, MD  20912. Phone: 1-800-543-5046 or 
volunteer@cnvs.org. FrancisCorps is also an 
associate member of Franciscan Collaborative 
Ministries, Syracuse, NY. 

     what’s the first step?

	 call us
	 315 - 426-0481 or 315-882-1955
          email us 
             francorps@gmail.com

Mission Statement
The mission of FrancisCorps is Gospel Service.  
As brothers and sisters to those in need, Francis-
Corps volunteers share their gifts and talents in a 
year-long, faith based community in the spirit of 
Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi.  FrancisCorps 
volunteers share a process of personal and 
spiritual growth with one another and the local 
community in collaboration with the Conventual 
Franciscan Friars, the Poor Clares of Chesterfield, 
NJ, the Sisters of St. Francis and Catholic Chari-
ties, Asian Apostolate, L’Arche, Franciscan Church 
of the Assumption and Franciscan Northside 
Ministries, Syracuse, NY. and St. Francis College, 
Albergue San Gabriel, Casa Maria, Fundeso and 
Centeno Guell in San José, Costa Rica.

We’re looking
for Catholic volunteers who have recently graduat-
ed from college and who are willing to live simply in 
community with other volunteers, sharing prayer, 
working hard and reflecting on their experiences 
with other volunteers.  If you’re on this journey, give 
us a call or drop us an e-mail and let’s talk!

Our motto
St. Francis summed up volunteer ministry well 
when he said: 

“Preach the Gospel!
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 More information?
If you would like to receive 

more information about 
FrancisCorps or wish 

to add a friend or colleague 
to our mailing list, 

send their name and address 
to us at the address below 

or e-mail us at francorps@gmail.com.  
If this issue was mailed 

to you, you are already on 
our mailing list.

CONTACT US:
FrancisCorps Volunteers

P.O. Box 11166
Syracuse, NY  13218

315- 426-0481 or 315-882-1955
francorps@gmail.com

www.franciscorps.org.

  www.franciscorps.org
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Wishing  
you peace, 

love, and joy 
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WHAT’S NEW IN OTHER GROUPS?  
We are very proud of all of our alumni!  We haven’t heard from all 
of them recently but we did find out that...

2009 - 2010  
FrancisCorps 
Alumni: Where are 
they now? 
Left to Right: Syracuse vol-
unteers - Meghan Rohrbaugh, 
Anthony Mangan, Cathleen  
Zupan, Kathy Shuler, Jeff Mu-
syt, Sarah (King) Politano
Below Left to Right: Costa 
Rica volunteers - Gabriel Rojas, 
Kinzie Kiser, Liz Bonner, Kelli 
Finch, John Doughton

Alumni News

2008 - 2009  Emily Martucci is in her 2nd and final year of grad school 
at Southern Connectucut State University where she will earn a Master’s 
in Social Work in May; Matt Lucci is working as a Clinical Research 
Coordinator at Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston; Mary DeVito 
is back in Syracuse and working as an Assistant at L’Arche (Syracuse); 
John Miller is in his second year of medical school at Georgetown; Ashlee 
Downing is finishing her MA in Higher Education at James Madison 
University in VA and AJ La Point is working as a Resident Director at 
Albany Pharmacy College in Albany, NY. 2007-2008  Nathan Drahms 
married Anglea Heaney on December 11th; Kate Walsh and some of 
her FC housemates had a fun reunion at Star lake in the Adirondack 
mountains in July. 2006-2007  Jocelyn Collen is in her second year at 
Boston College School of Theology and Ministry;  John Gallagher is 
now John Crawford-Gallagher after marrying Brandi Crawford on August 
20th; Lisel Schumacher will be graduating with her Master’s from the 
University of Pennsylvania in December and will then move in with her 
former FC housemate Anna Hickner in Washington, DC; 2005-2006  
Meghan (Flick) Schmelzer wrote to say, “No babies yet...but I did get a 
new job at Genesee County Community Health Center in Fenton, MI as a 
Clinical Therapist working with Infant Mental Health.”; Adam Morales 
wrote that he is almost 100% recovered from reconstructive knee surgery 
from a torn ACL that came about while skiing in February 2009 while 
teaching in South Korea.  He is also recovering from a blood disorder called 

Meghan is the new Associate Project Manager with a contract research 
organization, Bioclinica in PA; Anthony is a grad student at RIT in Roch-
ester, NY; Cathleen works at a day care center in Cazenovia, NY; Kathy 
is living in Arlington, VA and working for St. Coletta of Greater Wash-
ington, DC, a day program for developmentally disabled adults; Jeff is 
an Assistant with L’Arche, Syracuse, and Sarah married Tim Politano 
on August 14 and is a grad student at Harvard University.

Gabriel worked for WABC/ESPN during the World Cup and is now 
looking for work in the radio industry; Kinzie is spending the next few 
months with her family in Kansas working for her Dad and then leaves 
for Bolivia during the first part of January where she will work for an 
organization that works with women’s empowerment.  She then plans 
to begin medical school at the University of Kansas in July; Liz is back 
in the States after ministering as a FrancisCorps volunteer for two years 
in Costa Rica.  She is working for a law firm in CT; Kelli decided to stay 
in Costa Rica this year and she took a job as the Coordinator of English 
teachers at New Learning Center in Guadalupe, San José, Costa Rica; 
John is in this first year of medical school in Birmingham, Alabama.

Immune Thrombocytopenia Purpura that nearly took his life that same month.  Back in the States now, he just accepted a job with a 
financial sales company in New York City;  2004-2005  Sinéad O’Doherty finished clerking and moved to Charlotte, NC where she 
is an associate at Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A., a regional law firm;    Melissa Davey is the new Director of Admissions at 
Elizabeth Seton High School, Bladensburg, Maryland and “loves being able to be the spokesperson for the school that I graduated from 
and for a school that is doing such awesome things!” 2003-2004  Kat Buccianiti  bcame a licensed registered nurse in June and now 
works as a Hospice Hurse with Horizon Hospice in Chicago;  ‘Jersey girl’ Colleen McCarron married Victor Paras on September 17th; 
. 2002-2003  Katie Garibaldi married JVC alum Joe Hayter on October  9th.  Jen (Drew) Coelho.and her husband Chris welcome 
son #3 Thomas Charles on June 27th weighing in at 8 lbs 2 oz;  2001-2002  Joanna Keltos married Trevor Tompkins in Binghamton, 
NY on July 10th.  Her Uncle Fr. Adam Keltos, OFM Conv. presided; Monica (Thielmann) O’Brien and her husband Peter welocmed 
their second son, Patrick Lawrence on August 23rd;   2000-2001  Julie (Hitzges) Trijullo and her husband Marcos and their three 
kids moved into a new home in Golden, CO; Amy (Gawelek) Cooney and her husband Kevin are the proud parents of their second 
child Allison Jeanne who was born on May 6th;  Sarah (Athman) Thompson and her husband Chris and their two boys just moved 
to a new home in Brainerd, MN; Will Doyle married Rachel Mortick on September 18th; 1999-2000  Michael Huynh reports that 
life is good in Mexico, NY with his wife and two children.  Mike became a NYS licensed fishing, hiking and camping 
guide in September. Ann (Searle) Rosing and her husband Jason and two children moved back to Arizona after a year 
in New Hampshire;  Sean Gaw and his wife Sarah are expecting their first child (a little girl) in March. 

Colleen and Victor Katie and Joe Will and Rachel Joanna and Trevor John and Brandi
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