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           hen we confront the many faces
of cultural injustice: war, poverty,
homelessness, hunger, it is difficult to
believe that anyone can make a
difference.  FrancisCorps volunteers
are counter-cultural.  They believe that
they can make a difference, one day,
one child, one sandwich, one program,
one year at a time.  They believe in
God’s goodness, in the generosity of
others, and they believe in themselves.
Their willingness to trust in themselves
and others contrasts sharply with a
world afraid to dialogue.  They prove
that peace is not just about words, it’s
about action.

a new way toserve
Preach the Gospel.  If necessary, use words!  St. Francis of Assisi

A parent, a social worker, a judge,
To guide us in growing,
To support us in coping,
To help us in mediating.
But in whom can each of us
Always have trust?
In God we can trust, and because
We are made in God’s image...
Wise and loving, and powerful,
If we believe,
We can trust in ourselves,
And make a peaceful difference ...
In the world, and in life.
from Celebrate Through Heartsongs
Hyperion Books, 2000  Mattie J.T. Stepanek

Peace
WWWWW

LEFT TO RIGHT:
NORTHSIDE CYO,

SALINA CIVIC CENTER,
DOROTHY DAY HOUSE,

VINCENT HOUSE

LEFT TO RIGHT:
ASIAN APOSTOLATE,

L’ARCHE,
FRANCISCAN NORTHSIDE MINISTRIES

IN WHOM WE CAN TRUST...
Of God, the world is made:
Sky and water, and earth...
Sticks and stones.
Of dust, all life is made:
Plants and animals, and people...
Feelings and free will.
Of people, problems are made:
Within the self and the family,
And within all nations...
Between the nations.
To survive, to thrive,
Some are blessed with
A person to trust...



Where there is 
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          At only two months into this amazing journey, I have

only begun to see the beauty and awesomeness of

community living.  It seems that our “honeymoon” period is

over and the true learning and growing as both individuals

and as a group is now upon us.  I feel safe to say that this is

what we as a group have been waiting for.  We are ready to

not only live in the same house together, but to truly live

and be present to one another in God’s light.

          Our community consists of seven unique and

independent people who come with the common intention

of sharing life.  However, the reality is that it’s simply

impossible for everyone to always agree on different ideas,

values, or even something like baking cookies.  And so we

are faced with this challenge of not only understanding and

accepting one another, but also to celebrate our differences.

Only then are we able to share our lives and learn from one

another.  Then we can disagree and still be respectful of one

another.  We can celebrate the joys of teasing and playing

jokes on one another and our Co-Ministers while on retreat.

We can enjoy the beautiful fall weather and foliage by apple

picking to bake apple pies together.  We can share our

sorrows or frustrations of life with one another.  We can

pray with one another.

          I must be honest with you, though.  Living in

community is not easy.  It is a challenge, but not a challenge

which bears no fruit.  It forces me to ask difficult questions

about life and about myself.  I may not always like what I

find, but I know it will take me closer to God and a happier,

more pure life. Together, with the six amazing people I live

with, I will use this opportunity to learn and grow.  Living in

this community is making me look at the true “stuff of life,”

and that is a beautiful thing.

“The Stuff of Life”
by Huy Huynh



 charity and wisdom, there is neither fear nor ignorance.  St. Francis
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          I proudly wear my Tau Cross each day and
I am filled with joy each time I touch it, catch a
glimpse of it in a mirror, or answer a child’s
question about it. A simple touch of the cross
not only serves as a gentle reminder for me to
live my life following the examples and words of
St. Francis, but it also serves as an instant
reminder of my role in the community of
FrancisCorps. In addition to the Franciscan
notions of hospitality, simple living, and
spirituality, the Tau Cross also reminds me of
community and the six other volunteers that are
my companions on this journey.
          The seven of us anxiously entered the
volunteer house full of expectations, excitement,
and a willingness to fulfill the challenges of
ministering; ministering not only to those we
meet at our placement sites, but also to each

“Laughter and Smiles”
by Abby Riewe other.  The last two months have given us the

opportunity to build our community, whether it
is through prayer, cooking, doing chores,
conversations, or simply being in the presence
of one another.  As I go through my day at the
Salina Civic Center, amid the chaos and fun that
surrounds the kids, I often catch myself thinking
of my housemates.  Thoughts of my community
quickly cause a smile to appear as I think about
all the fun we have together, whether it be late
night baking excursions, pranking our co-
ministers, having angel parties on community
night, or spending time together hiking and
enjoying nature.  The fun that has filled the past
two months is only a small indicator of the fun
that is sure to fill the rest of the year.  The
laughter and smiles that are present within our
house and our community truly inspire me to
extend that same laughter and those same smiles
to those outside of the FrancisCorps house.

demanding “haga me vuelta,” make me fly, I realized that I
needed to do service work after graduation so that I could help
‘make others fly’ above their underprivileged surroundings.
     For me, FrancisCorps was the natural avenue for this
service, given its faith-based community emphasis.  In other
words, FrancisCorps, like my decision to volunteer, “just felt
right.”  But before you dismiss me as a crazy liberal arts major,
let me say that despite appearances, this “feels right” criterion
truly is not an attribute of a touchy-feely decision-making
methodology.  Rather, according to the Poor Clares Nuns we
met in Columbus, NJ during our FrancisCorps orientation, this
feeling of rightness is a manifestation of God’s Grace, an
intangible sign that I am making the correct decisions on my
journey through life.
     Considering that God’s Grace can also be as tangible as the
rainbow after the storm, it will probably surprise no one that I
received a more-visible assurance that I made the right decision
in doing FrancisCorps when, during my first week with the
children at Vincent House, another little girl grabbed my hands
and begged, “Spin me, please…”

     Although no one has phrased it quite so bluntly, I know
that underlying the query, “Why did you decide to do
FrancisCorps/volunteer for a year in Syracuse,” is often the
question, “Why are you making $4 a day after completing a
$150,000 college education?”  Therefore,  I thought I would
take this opportunity to explain what brought me to
FrancisCorps and what makes me sure that I am doing exactly
what I should be doing at this point in my life.
     I confess that I entered college with the expectation of
going immediately on to graduate school. As such, for my
first two years at Wake, I basically adopted the attitude of
“thanks but no thanks” whenever my campus ministers
broached the topic of a year of service.  This all changed
during a service trip to Costa Rica during my junior year.
Our service consisted of repainting an elementary school and
playing with the local children who gathered each day to
watch us work; one of these children’s favorite activities was
when we spun them around in a circle so that their feet left the
ground.  One day as I looked into the eyes of a little girl

“Spin me, please...”
by Sinead O’Doherty



Director of Syracuse’s Asian Apostolate. “I hope that I can bring com-
fort and peace to the people around me.  I hope that I am challenged so
that I can learn and grow both spiritually and as a person ( I’m not sure
if those are completely separate). I hope that people will consider me
their friend.  Most of all, I hope that my hope spreads.”

Sinead O’Doherty
SINEAD is 22 years old.  She is a native of
Pfafftown, NC and a May 2004 graduate of
Wake Forest University where she earned a
BA in English and is a member of Phi Beta
Kappa among other honor societies.  Fluent
in Spanish, Italian and Irish, Sinead holds
dual citizenship in the US and Ireland and
has studied and lived abroad 11 summers in
a number of other countries including West
Africa.  Her volunteer experiences are varied

and include both educational and cultural programs at home and abroad.
She also participated in a service trip to Costa Rica with the Wake Forest
Catholic Community.  Sinead loves Irish step dancing, reading and
photography.  She uses all of her language and cultural skills as a Youth
Mentor at Vincent House.  “Recently, I came face to face with the real
impetus behind my desire to serve the poor:  I want to make a positive
difference in someone else’s life…I have always felt compelled to give
back to society since I have been so blessed and partially because I am
selfish enough to want the reward of knowing that I have helped make
another person’s life better.”

Abby Riewe
ABBY is a 22 year old native of Winnebago,
MN and a May 2004 graduate of St. Mary’s
University in Winona, MA.  She majored in
Marketing/Management and is a member of
Delta Mu Delta National Honor Society.
Throughout her college career, Abby has been
active in service work, combining both her
love of people and her skills in carpentry and
sports.  She has coordinated service programs

as an RA in her residence hall, constructed homes in Appalachia, and
supervised toddlers in a YMCA daycare center.  She currently serves as
a Youth Mentor at the Salina Civic Center.  “The immense feeling of
gratefulness that I experience each day serves as my ultimate motivation
for wanting to give a year of my time in service to others…the potential
opportunity to see Christ in the eyes of all I serve, work, and live with
provides me with an amazing feeling of joy and excitement.”

Lea Rosemurgy
LEA is from Sonoma, CA.  She is 22 years
old and a May 2004 graduate of Boston
College where she was an honor student
earning a BS in Business Management with
a minor in Philosophy.  While at BC, Lea’s
volunteer experiences included youth work
with a local Boys/Girls Club, teaching CCD,
outreach to the homeless community of
Boston and Spring Break trips to El Salvador

and Appalachia.  She just returned from a summer Spanish immersion
course in Guatemala.   Lea is using all of her varied skills as the Assistant
Outreach Director at Franciscan Northside Ministries.  “I am seeking to
develop my faith in community with others and FrancisCorps intrigues
me because it provides a diverse environment of underserved women
and men, lay people and Religious, all engaged in relationship and the
process of growth.  FrancisCorps’ equal emphasis on service and a
community living in faith is essential to me.”

Volunteer Profiles 2004-2005
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Nicole Bonk
NICOLE is a 22 year old Chicago native and is a
recent graduate of the University of Notre Dame
where she was a Science Pre-professional major
with a minor in Theology.  She was also a member
of the Alpha Epsilon Delta, Pre-med Honor
Society.  Besides her experience in science and
medical research, she has extensive experience in
a variety of service programs including teaching

in an early childhood development center, coaching basketball, and
volunteering at a nursing home and a Catholic Worker House in South
Bend.  Nicole was accepted at Loyola University Medical School (Chicago),
but deferred her entrance until next year in order to join FrancisCorps.  She
ministers as an Assistant at L’Arche. “Although the Notre Dame community
has helped my faith life to flourish, I wish to build a stronger base before
entering medical school.  I believe the FrancisCorps community experience
will be a great asset in continuing my spiritual growth.”

Melissa Davey
MELISSA , 23, is from Upper Marlboro, MD and a
December 2003 graduate of East Carolina Uni-
versity where she was an honor student and re-
ceived a BA in History.  Melissa loves sports of
all kinds. She has used these skills and her organi-
zational skills for four summers as both as a sum-
mer camp counselor and a Special Projects Coor-
dinator for the D.C. Children’s Advocacy Center
in Washington.  These experiences along with her

strong sense of family and her appreciation for ethnic diversity provide a
solid background for Melissa, who is a Case Worker at the Dorothy Day
House for women and children in Syracuse. “A key component of
FrancisCorps is living a simple life.  Living simply will greatly affect my
potential for quality service.  If I live simply, I will be able to focus on those
in need and respect the dignity of each person I encounter.”

Matt Di Biase
MATT comes to Syracuse from Titusville, NJ.  He
is 22 and a May 2004 graduate of the University
of Notre Dame with a BA in History.  He is a
member of Phi Alpha Theta national History
Honor Society.  Matt also has a variety of
volunteer experiences including  a sport’s camp
counselor in Princeton, a tutor in South Bend, a
soccer coach while studying abroad in London,
an assistant with a home rehabilitation project in

Charleston, WV and a hospital recovery and physical therapy assistant in
Trenton, NJ.  Matt is a Youth Mentor at the Northside CYO.  “I realize
that I am young and that the busy outside world will soon grab hold of me
and not let go until I am old.  Jobs and graduate degrees will always be
there; the time to give and receive while living simply is now.”

Huy Huynh
HUY is from Endicott, NY and a May 2003
graduate of Hamilton College where he earned a
BA in Mathematics.  Huy comes to
FrancisCorps from Russia, his last stop on a
year long international journey as the recipient
of the Thomas J. Watson Fellowship to study
and research Vietnam and Vietnamese people
living abroad.  Other stops included Vietnam,
Thailand, Korea, and Australia.  Huy is an avid
soccer player and also enjoys playing the gui-

tar.  He has previously volunteered as a soccer coach, camp counselor, and
housing rehabilitation worker in WV.  Huy’s older brother Mike was one
of the first FrancisCorps volunteers in 1999-2000.  Huy is the Assistant
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2002 - 2003 2002 - 2003 2002 - 2003 2002 - 2003 2002 - 2003  Melissa (Busic) Roeder and her husband
Orion work for Catholic Charities, Syracuse; Nate DeCock is
in his 2nd year of an MA program at U of Kansas; Congratu-
lations to Jennifer Drew who married Chris Coelho on No-
vember 20.  Jen works for Peak Development Consulting in
Philadelphia; Katie Garibaldi began an MA program in nutri-
tion at Russell Sage College in Troy, NY; Christina Oliva is
the new DRE at Holy Family Parish in Syracuse; Eric Shuler
is a 2nd year PhD candidate at the University of Notre Dame;
and Kristin Zipple is a 2nd year law student at Loyola U,
Chicago
2001-2002 Alumni News:
2001 - 2002 2001 - 2002 2001 - 2002 2001 - 2002 2001 - 2002  John Bradley is a PhD camdidate in En-
glish at U of Wisconsin; Kate Hogan is a 1st year law stu-
dent at Albany Law School, Albany, NY; Joanna Keltos min-
isters with the L’Arche community in Syracuse; Mark Murphy
is an Asst. Professor at New England School of Technology,
Warwick, RI; Jennifer Stewart is a 3rd year law student at
Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA; Monica Thielmann is a
3rd year law student at U of Akron, Akron, OH.
2000-2001 Alumni News:

2000 - 2001  2000 - 2001  2000 - 2001  2000 - 2001  2000 - 2001  Congratulations to
Julie (Hitzges) Trujillo and her hus-
band Marcos who welcomed the 1st
“FrancisCorps Baby” Tobias Oscar
on June 12, 2004.  Julie continues
her studies as a Physician Assis-
tant in Denver.

Congrautlations also to John (and Chris-
tina) Riehman-Murphy who welcomed
“FrancisCorps Baby #2” Sean James on
July 7, 2004.  John completed his regis-
tered nursing studies and is working in
Philadelphia, PA.  Amy (Gawelek)
Cooney and husband Kevin live in
Sleepy Hollow, NY where Amy is a so-
cial worker ; Matt Bizzarro is enjoying
his 3rd year teaching and coordinating service trips for his high
school students in NYC; and Will Doyle is a Novice for the
Conventual Franciscan Friars in Mishawaka, IN.
1999 - 2000 Alumni News:
1999 - 2000 1999 - 2000 1999 - 2000 1999 - 2000 1999 - 2000 Mike and Christy Huynh just bought a house in
Mexico, NY. Mike is a guidance counselor in Syracuse; Ann
(Searle) Rosing and her husband Jason live in Mesa, AZ where
Ann is a social worker.  Congratulations to  Mel Maykuth who
married Jason Burgett in September.  Mel is a 4th year med
student in Cincinnati. Katie Heather is a Resident Director at
Boston College where she is also a grad student.  Congratula-
tions to Sean Gaw and Sarah Resig who were recently en-
gaged and plan a July 16, 2005 wedding.  Sean is an architect
in Boston.

We’ re very proud of our Alumni!
Please pray

for them, for peace,
and for our generous benefactors!Tobias Oscar Trujillo

Sean James Riehman-Murphy

2003 - 2004 FrancisCorps Alumni: 2003 - 2004 FrancisCorps Alumni: 2003 - 2004 FrancisCorps Alumni: 2003 - 2004 FrancisCorps Alumni: 2003 - 2004 FrancisCorps Alumni:  Don Partyka is home in his native Albany, NY pursuing an MA in Public Adminis-
tration; Michelle Bernier is the new Administrative Assistant for FrancisCorps in Syracuse; Colleen McCarron teaches religion
at Immaculata H.S.in Sommerville, NJ; Ben Desiderio is the elementary coordinator at Vincent House, Syracuse, NY.  Kat
Bucciantini ministers with the L’Arche community in Syracuse; and Kassie Murphy is a 1st year med student at the University
of Connecticut.
2002-2003 Alumni News:

Alumni News

Alumni News
Alumni News

Alumni News

FrancisCorps Families are ‘support partners’ with
FrancisCorps volunteers. They provide a ‘home away
from home’ throughout the service experience.  Social,
spiritual and ministry opportunities bring the ‘family
members’ together several times a year.  Thank you
to this year’s FrancisCorps Families for their support.

Dan and Cindy Accordino
Tim and Carolyn Ahern

Dave and Mary Allen
Tom Driscoll and Lyle Burns

John and Gina Hannan
Tom and Victoria Kennedy
Scott and MJ MacKenzie

Dennis and Susan McNamara
Ross and Colleen Prossner

Tom and Leah Valenti
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FrancisCorps Families

TOP LEFT:  Lyle Burns and Tom Driscoll with Lea Rosemurgy (FrancisCorps 6) at this year’s Commission-
ing Liturgy;  ABOVE LEFT: Tom and Leah Valenti with Ben Desiderio (FrancisCorps 5);
ABOVE RIGHT:  Several FrancisCorps Families at last year’s Lenten Day of Recollection;
RIGHT:  FrancisCorps Family member Ryan MacKenzie (FrancisCorps 23?)



 More information?
If you would like to receive

more information about
FrancisCorps or wish

to add a friend or colleague
to our mailing list,

send their name and address
to us at the address below

or e-mail us at
francorps@aol.com.

If this issue was mailed
to you, you are already on

our mailing list.

CONTACT US:
FrancisCorps Volunteers

Assisi Center
800 N. Salina St.

Syracuse, NY  13208
315-426-0481 or 633-9694

www.franciscorps.org.

Mission Statement
The mission of FrancisCorps is Gospel Ser-
vice.  As brothers and sisters to those in
need, FrancisCorps volunteers share their
gifts and talents in a year-long, faith based
community in the spirit of Saints Francis
and Clare of Assisi.  FrancisCorps volun-
teers share a process of personal and spiri-
tual growth with one another and the local
community in collaboration with the Conven-
tual Franciscan Friars, Sisters of St. Francis
and Catholic Charities, Asian Apostolate and
L’Arche of Syracuse, NY.

We’re looking
for Catholic volunteers who have recently
graduated from college and who are willing
to live simply in community with other vol-
unteers, sharing prayer, working hard and
reflecting on their experiences with other vol-
unteers.  If you’re on this journey, give us a
call or drop us an e-mail and let’s talk!

Volunteer Opportunities
In August, 1999, FrancisCorps volunteers be-
gan ministering in a number of direct service pro-
grams including the following:  youth and young
adult programs, day care and after school care,
social service programs, programs for develop-
mentally disabled adults, community outreach,
refugee resettlement, and women’s programs.

Member Organization
FrancisCorps is a member of the Catholic Net-
work of Volunteer Service.  The Catholic Net-
work of Volunteer Service is located at 6930
Carroll Ave. Suite 506, Takoma Park, MD  20912.
Phone: 1-800-543-5046 or volunteer@cnvs.org.
FrancisCorps is also a member of Franciscan
Collaborative Ministries, Syracuse, NY.

Our motto
St. Francis summed up volunteer ministry well
when he said:  “Preach the Gospel!
If necessary, use words!”

what’s the first step?

call us
315 - 426-0481
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IN MEMORY
MARGARET T. MURPHY of Staten Is-
land, NY passed away on August
8, 2004.  Margaret was a long time
friend of the Franciscan commu-
nity and a generous benefactor of
the FrancisCorps volunteer pro-
gram since its beginning.  Her love
for life, family, Franciscans and
faith was an inspiration to all who
knew her.  May God bless her with
eternal reward.

ABOVE: BEN AND JENNY JINESTA AT ST. FRANCIS COLLEGE;
FAR LEFT: BRO. JIM, SR. MARIA AND BEN AT PAZ Y BIEN;
LEFT: ___ AND BEN AND CHILDREN AT SAN GABRIEL’S;
BELOW: BEN DISCUSSING FRANCISCORPS WITH GRADE 10
STUDENTS AT ST. FRANCIS COLLEGE.

THANKS TO THE SUPPORT of our FrancisCorps Families and
many other generous benefactors, Bro. Jim and FrancisCorps
alum Ben Desiderio (FC5) completed a very informative fact-
finding trip to San Jose, Costa Rica October 18-25.  Several
Franciscan Friars and Sisters along with a variety of
Franciscan lay ministers welcomed them. Together they
explored the possibility of opening a FrancisCorps residence
there in the not too distant future.  Ministry opportunities
include:  St. Francis College (pre-school thru high school)
The FC volunteer would assist in coordinating and imple-
menting their social outreach program;  Albergue San Gabriel
(St. Gabriel’s Shelter), a special home for terminally ill
children.  The FC volunteer
would assist in any one of a
number of support programs for
the families and siblings of these
children; Obra Social Paz y Bien
(Peace and Good Social Work),
a temporary home for poor men,
women and/or children who need
outpatient care at the Catholic

hospital next door but who do not have the finances or
family to assist them.  The FC volunteer would assist in
preparing meals and accommodations, but would also
interact with the Center’s guests as a support partner during
their treatments. Also under consideration were Hogar de la
Esperanza (Spirit House) a support center for persons with
HIV/AIDS and Hogar de San Francisco (St. Francis House)
a home for poor and homeless senior citizens.

Interested? Contact us for more information!

Costa RicaFrancisCorps


